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\am»is Scarlet Letters 



The issue following a 
"blockbuster" anniversary 
special is often a bit of a let- 
down, and, even though Vampi's 
100th issue was no great shakes, 
#101 was still a substandard effort. 

"Attack of the Starbeast" was a 
routine "Monster from Hell 
Destroying Humankind' type story, 
even if said monster was depicted as 
corning from outer space. Vampi's 
method of dispatching the erf-* — 
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In "Hell on Earth," on the other 
hand, Cassandra St. Knight had to 
contend with a literal invasion of 
demons. Thus, we were subjected to 
all sorts of "dazzling" psychic forces, 
complete with an lf-all-good-people-" 
of -good - will-wish-f or-something-i * 
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demons, and a similarly abrupt and 
unsatisfying rescue of St. Knight 
from the Lord of the Black Host. 

If any character has a more 
confused and contradictory and oft- 
changed background than Vampi. 
it's Pantha. This issue's story served 
mainly to give us Rich Margopoulos' 
version of her tumultuous and rather 
sordid past. My advice: stick to one 
verBionorforget trying to rewrite the 

What I thought was a limited 
series shows signs of turning into a 
permanent feature , which is all to the 



issue. The turmoil of the collapse of 
the last Chinese monarchy and the 
cultural, political, and economic 
conflict of the East-West 
confrontation, provide a fine milieu 
in which Nicola Cutl has created 
a f asoinating story. 

T.M. MAPLE 
Toronto, Ontario 

The Pantha series that is currently 
running is one of her best adventures 
in a long time. Zombies, bigfoot 
monsters, mad scientists, and 
mobsters are only some of the 
elements that this series has 
gathered. When we left off in Vampi 
#101, Pantha was being thrown to 
the crocodiles, Adam was about to be 
burnt at the stake. ..there were more 
clifThangers per page than any series 
I can think of! Tremendous! 

Author Rich Margopoulos kept the 
action moving at a breakneck pace 
and Jose Ortiz drew Pantha with his 
customary skill and style, using his 
pen with great economy for the max- 
imum effect. The climax to this 
series should be a smash! 

JAY HELLECK 



"The Pox" is the best new series 
Warren Publishing has presented in 
centuries, it seems. The spare and 
poetic writing of Nicola Cud and the 
mastery of artist Luis Bermejo 
create magic. They truly work as a 
team. It takes them no more than one 

character and then have the reader 
cheer or hiss the character and 
understand them. With some artist- 
writer teams, this may take pages or 
whole stories. ..and sometimes it 
never happens at all. 

We should appreciate "The Pox" 
while we have it, because I would be 
willing to bet my house and mort- 
gage that it is not sexy, violent, or 
superhero-like enough to please the 
masses of comic book fans. I'm afraid 
that it will be history before too long. 
JACK CRIST 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Like everyone else who vent their 
opinions in Vampi's Scarlet Letters, I 
wish that Jose Gonzalez was still 
drawing Vampi. I do agree that he 
was the best. 

But it is high time that everyone 
recognize that Gonzalo Mayo is an 
excellent artist in his own right. 
Vampirella loses none of her haunt- 
ing beauty under Mayo. His other 
characters are powerfully rendered 
as well, as are his oreatures, his ac- 
tion sequences, his landscapes... all 
are are drawn with care and skill. 
Mayo never skimpB. He takes evi- 
dent pride in his work. Vampirella 
readers would be fortunate if Mayo 
draws their heroine from now on. 

LOUIE FIJRMAN 
Troy.N.Y. 

I very much enjoyed learning 
about Pantha's past in Chapter Pour 
of "A Night Pull of Zombies!" It is in- 
formation like that, presented in an 
entertaining fashion, that makes a 
comic character a more fully realized 
and recognizable human being. 

1 do wish, though, that Pantha's 
past was not so full of forced deprav- 
ity. I guess I like to think of my 
heroes (read heroines) as being pure 
as the driven snow. God knows that 
no one I've ever met in real life is that 
blameless. 

TROY BrLLTNGHAM 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

"Victims" in Vampi #101 sure was 
one of the dumbest stories I've come 
across in a long time. It was all an ex- 
cuse for a moronic twist that surpris- 
ed no one. The artwork was fine, but 
no one could have saved that story. 
The only redeeming feature: its brief, 
three page length. 

DREW FROST 
New York, N.Y. 



Enough! Cassandra St. Knight is 

flying so high on the psychic plain 
that she long ago flew right over our 
heads and out of our hearts! The in- 
stallment in VAMPIRELLA #101 
was the living end! Give us a break 
with this business of "alighting on 
the highest pinnacle of the causal 
plane" and penetrating 'lie "psychic 
breech" and "gazing into the tisra 
with your third eye." 

This is the kind of doubletalk that 
gives Alexander Haig a bad name, 
and renders academic types in- 
capable of communicating with any 
but their own kind! 

But the ultimate joke was the 
panel in "Hell on Earth" that showed 
a heavenly host in white robes 
gathering together to ooh and 
ommm, so to speak. 

I had hoped for better things from 
this series. There is no reason on 
earth that a psychic cannot be a hero, 
and have otherworldly 

adventures... but the vague and 
anything-goes quality that has taken 
over St. Knight is making the series 
unendurable and ludicrous. 

J.GETTZ 
New Orleans, Lousiana 

Something about Vampi #101 
pleased me no end, and it took me a 
while to figure out what it was: exotic 
locales. Pantha was in Haiti, and 
"The Fox" as always, takes place in 
turn of the century China (St. 
Knight's trip to the astral plane 
doesn't count. That was nowherel). I 
will have to look into back issues to 
see if there are more obvious in- 
stances of this, the simple sensual 
pleasure of being taken away from 
the humdrum. 

It is no secret in the publishing 
business that taking the readers 
away in time and geography is a good 
start on pleasing the reader. The 
Gothic Romances are based on just 
this premise. But comic books often 
fail us in this, because when comics 
take us away, it is usually to a place 
that is much worse than our own 



: and lands of the living dead. 
Though there is danger in Haiti for 
Pantha, artist Jose Ortiz and author 
Rich Margopoulos have tried to give 

customs. I, for one. appreciate their 
efforts very much. 

LIB B Y SOLON 
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Author: RICH MAHGOPOULOS/IUuBtrator JOSE GONZALEZ 



"YOU ARE SAFE WITHIN MY SEA- 
FLOOR CITADEL! WHEN MY KINGDOM 
SANK COUNTLESS EONS AGO, IT WAS 
SWALLOWED UP BY THE MAELSTROM 
WHICH, EVEN NOW, AMES 
WITHOUT!" 





IN THE DAYS AND WEEKS 

THAT FOLLOW, THE PRINCE 

OVERWHELMS VAMPIRELLA 

WITH HIS LOVE! 




VAMPIRELLA IS 
TORN BETWEEN 
HER LOVE FOR 

HER MAN AND 

HER INSTINCT 

FOR SURVIVAL! 

BUT AS HER 

HEART BREAKS 

FROM THE 

DILEMMA... AND 

ARIEL IS SWEPT 

OUT OF SIGHT 

...HER MIND 

AGAIN BUCKS 

OUT FROM THE 

TIME WARP'S 

POUNDING 

PRESSURES! 





"THERE IS NO ONE ELSE," 
EXPLAINS PENDRAGONI "BY 
THE TIME CRYSSIE FOUND 
YOU. YOU WERE HALF-DEAD! 
WHEN YOU STARTED TO RUN 

OUT OF AIR, YOUR MIND 

MUST'VE PLAYED TRICKS ON 

YOUI" 
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CASSANDRA ST" KNIGHT 
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THE BLIZZARD 
RAGES... ITS 

WIND A MAD- 
FRAUGHT 
SCREAM OF 
PUNISHING 
COLO/ SNOW 
H/SSES ALONG 
THE MOUNTAIN 

CRAGS. 

CLOAKING THE 

BARREN 

EMPTINESS 

WITH A SHROUD 

OF WHITE' TINY 

AND ALMOST 

INSIGNIFICANT, 

A LOATE FIGURE 

TRUDGES 

THROUGH 

KNEE-DEEP 

DRIFTS! 
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Author: RICH MARGOPOULOS/TJlustrator: AURALEON 
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CASSANDRA'S SPHERE MELTS AWAY AS IT CARRIES HER BACK 

THROUGH HER OPEN WINDOW... WHERE SHE CONFRONTS SRI 

LAYA AND WHONG! 






ST. KNIGHT! YOU ARE^ 

4FE' 1 SENSED DISTRESS 

N MY SLEEP.. .WORRIED 

YOU WERE DEAD'S 
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DOZENS OF THE MEWUNG, SCREECHING 

DEMONS BELCH FORTH FROM THE PARCHMENT 

AND DESCEND ON THE PSYCHIC PAIR, THEIR 

TALONS EAGER TO REND AND RAKE FRAGILE 

FLESH/ 





Author: RICH MARGOPOULOS Illustrator: JOSE ORTIZ 









...WHERE SHE SWMS 






INTO A BANK OF 


NIGHTSHADE PANTHER LIKE 




COMPUTERS AMID A 


A CHILD'S RAQDOLL 




SHOWER OF FIRE-HOT 


ACROSS THE LAB... 
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NEW FULL COLOR 
ART BOOKS! 




HE MAGIC GOES AWAY- A CORBEN'S ODD COMIC WORLD SPACE WARS: Galactic worlds are SENTINEL Syd Mead, designer has 

clence fantasy novel as only Slory after story In juicy black illustrated in lull color on highest styled new space vehicles lor the world 

arrv Nlven can do It! Art by and white as only Corben can do quality glossy stock! Foreword by of tomorrow. This book Is avlsiwleotor 

TeEstebanMaroto! #213348495 It! Softcover! «1313fJ3.9B Chris Foss. Hardcover'. «1 41 6IS5.9B feast ol the future! 21440314.95 



To order any of those items, please see last page of this magazine for convenient RUSH ORDER FORM. 




rmmmimmmi 




NICOLA CUTI/Illustrator: LUIS BERMEJO 



MING-TOI! ENCHANTRESS, 
MAGICIAN. PRINCESS AND 
RULER OF THE FOXES OF 
CHINA! I CALL UPON YOU! 
GIVE ME THE KNOWLEDGE 
AND POWER TO DEFEAT MY 
ATED UNCLE SHENG 
KUEI, THE DEMON 
BREEDER! 
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uthor: TIMOTHY MORIARTY'IDustrator: BSTBBAN MAROTO 



AT THE FIRST JOINING OF THE LINES, THE THORNOO 

FOOTSOLDIERS AF1E SHI' OF STRIKING WOMEN WITH COLD, 

KILLING STEEL/ AND IN THOSE MOMENTS. THE AMAZONS 

PRESS THE ADVANTAGE, CUTTING THEM DOWN WITHOUT 

MERCY! 




AS PENTESILEA ATTACKS, 

THE ARMIES GA THER TO 

WATCH...AND WAIT FOR THE 

OUTCOME! GLEVIN'S HEART 

fiAUS.-.THEDUELOF 
CHAMPIONS IS INEVITABLE! 
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Collector's 
Issues! 

supply is limited! 
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NOTE! ALL COPIES ARE MAILED IN A STURDY ENVELOPE! 




CREW: FIVE. 

CARGO: TROPICAL PLANTS AND 
SEEDLINGS, PLANET XERES. 

DESTINATION: THE LEPANTO 

COLONY/SECOND QUADRAN TAL 
DIVISION. 

TIME IN TRANSIT: 16 WEEKS/3 DAYS. 

TIME OF ARRIVAL: UNKNOWN. 





Author: JOHN LAKEY.'Ulustrator: ARTIFACT 



"THE MORLE Y KL4 SERIES WAS 

DESIGNED BY THE CIT-AMTRO 

CORPORATION NINETY 

YEARS AGO. TO MONITOR 

REFINERY PROCESSING ON 

THE PLANETS TERICON AND 

OGA! AN EXPERIMENTAL 

INITIATIVE PROGRAM WAS 

INSTALLED IN THE MORLEY 

SERIES... AN EXPERIMENT 

THAT WAS NEVER TO BE 

REPEATED! THOUGH IT IS NOT 

KNOWN WHO FOMENTED THE 

CORPORATE REBELLION, 

THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT 

THE MORLEYS TOOK A VERY 

ACTIVE PART!" 




IOUS TASK, BUT HE HAD SOMETHING MOPE. 
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■-,■;.._, BEEN IN HIS WAY... BUT WW JANSEN? 
WHYTHE CREW? WHY?" 
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OUT OF THE DARKNESS, 'LOVER' CLUMPED Jfl 
TOWARD O'KEEFE AND SHE STOOD HER f 
GROUND WITH A SHARP WTVWCE OF PRECIOUS ^B 
BREATH! FOR A MOMENT. WOMAN AND j^M 
MACHINE STOOD FROZEN! 
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